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REYL Intesa Sanpaolo and Villars Institute partner to promote a 

nature-positive, net-zero economy  
 

Geneva/Villars, 4 July 2024. REYL Intesa Sanpaolo and Villars Institute have agreed to join forces 

on initiatives that will accelerate the transition to a nature-positive, net-zero economy through 

intergenerational learning and collaboration. 

 

The partnership will focus on expanding the reach of the Villars Institute’s Fellowship Program 

by empowering youth engagement in secondary schools and building a global community of 

future change-makers. It will promote innovative learning programs and activities, including 

entrepreneurial projects and mentoring, and consider interdisciplinary solutions in the push 

towards a net-zero, nature positive future. The partnership will have a particular focus on 

communities at the forefront of biodiversity loss and climate change. 

 

The Villars Institute, located in the Swiss Alps, was established in 2022 as a nonprofit foundation 

to accelerate the transition to a net-zero, nature positive economy by advancing Systems 

Leadership through interdisciplinary, intergenerational, and entrepreneurial collaboration. It is 

also a curator of educational, cultural, and artistic activities that promote biodiversity, 

planetary health, and sustainable development. 

 

Lee Howell, Executive Director of Villars Institute, comments: “The partnership between Villars 

Institute and REYL Intesa Sanpaolo is a great example of intergenerational collaboration aimed 

at empowering young people to address global challenges such as climate change and 

biodiversity loss.  What is also exciting is that we are engaging talented students in parts of the 

world that are not only closest to these problems, but also closer to their solutions.” 

 

Jon Duncan, Chief Impact Officer at REYL Intesa Sanpaolo, adds: “It is a real honour to partner 

with a renowned institution such as Villars Institute. We share the same systemic vision of the 

world, where challenges are considered as interdisciplinary, requiring intergenerational 

solutions.  I am greatly looking forward to our partnership, in the hope of inspiring other 

organisations to support the work of Villars.”  

 

 

About REYL Intesa Sanpaolo 

www.reyl.com 

 

Founded in 1973, REYL Intesa Sanpaolo is a diversified banking group with offices in Switzerland 

(Geneva, headquarters, Zurich, Lugano), Europe (London, Luxembourg, Malta) and the rest of 

the world (Singapore, Dubai). It manages assets in excess of CHF 20 billion (more than CHF 30 

billion including minority interests) and employs some 400 professionals. In 2021, it entered into 

a strategic partnership with Fideuram - Intesa Sanpaolo Private Banking, a leading European 

banking player. Fideuram ISPB currently holds a 73% stake in REYL & Cie Ltd. The Intesa Sanpaolo 

Group shows a market capitalisation exceeding EUR 50 billion, assets under management of 

EUR 850 billion, and a record net profit of EUR 7.7 billion in 2023. 

 

Developing an innovative approach to banking, REYL Intesa Sanpaolo serves a clientele of 

international entrepreneurs and institutional investors through its Wealth 

Management, Corporate Finance, Asset Services, and Asset Management business lines. It has 

further diversified its activities in the areas of impact investing, taking a data-driven and 

evidence-based approach to the integration of sustainability issues into wealth management 

practices, and of digital banking for mass affluent clients via the incubation of Alpian Ltd, a 

Swiss digital bank in which the Bank holds a minority stake, and which obtained its banking 

licence in 2022.  

http://www.reyl.com/
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In December 2021, REYL Intesa Sanpaolo acquired a 40% stake in 1875 Finance Ltd, a Geneva-

based multi-family office and independent asset manager with over CHF 12 billion of assets 

under management. 

  

REYL & Cie Ltd is licensed as a bank in Switzerland and performs its activities under the 

supervision of the Swiss Financial Market regulator (FINMA). Its subsidiaries are also regulated by 

the FCA in the UK, the MFSA in Malta, the MAS in Singapore, the DFSA in Dubai and the SEC in 

the United States. 
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